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tin. Germany has already taken otTJcial j her way across Fifth avenuo at the hourTHE SUNDAY JOURNAL
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is scarcely a city of any aizo in tho
country where such an order would not
bo beneficial.

contempt by full-grow- n men and wom-
en, and the object-- of tho ridicule of all
with whom he comes in contact. All his
powers are dwarfed : because they are
not developed and disciplined by that
effort which is tho law of human devel-
opment and progress.

(6,990), it being more than twice tho
nnmber sentenced for four years. Of
tho whole number, outside of life sen-
tences, l.CSS nre sentenced for twenty
years and more. As a rule, sentences
are longer in tho Southern and Western
States than in the East. Tho most
curious fact in connection with . the
length of terms in prison is the differ-
ence in States. In Rhode Island tho
average length of the sentence is 2
years and 350 days, while in Mississippi
it is 12 yeais and 11G days. In Maine
it is 4 years and 301 days, while in New
Hampshire it is 7 years and 80 days. In
Indiana tho average sentence is 4 years
and 32 days, but in Illinois 5 years and
272 days. In regard to nativity and
race, the convict with native parents
seems to fare wors'o than the foreign-bor- n,

the nativo getting an average of
5 years and 208 days and tho foreign-bor- n

5 years and 193 days,' whilo the
average of the colored convict7s term is
G years and 183 days. In Mississippi the
length of sentence is duo to tho severity
with" which the colored convict is treat-
ed, his sentence being more than twice
as long as that of tho occasional white
who is sent to tho penitentiary, possi-
bly because his service when sold under
contract is so valuable to the contractor.

roads. He is of the opinion that most
of our railroad troubles ilud their origin,
if not their entire existence, in tbo man-
ner of keeping the accounts. In other
words, ho thinks tho financial depart-
ment of the railroads is the hot-be- d of
abuses, and that the remedy lies in State
or governmental supervision to compel
uniformity and publicity of accounts.

Mr. George H. Lewis, of Iowa, thinks
the remedy for railroad abuses lies In
national consolidation. Starting out
with the assumption that existing evils
are mainly due to the struggle for busi-
ness between competing lines of rail-
road and to tho consequent inequality
and fluctuation of rates, he concludes
that this condition can best 'be cured by
a consolidation of the railroads by
authority of the national government,
but not to be controlled by it. His plan
is roughly outlined as follows:

Under the clear constitutional authority
of Congress let a corporation be created for
the consolidation of the railway companies
of the United States, this company to issue
stock hearing interest not to exceed 3 per
cent., the interest to be guaranteed by the
United States. This stock is to be ex-
changed, under carotul regulations pre-
scribed by Congress, for the stock of the
railroads doing an interstate business at
tho fair market value of the latter stock,
the consolidated company to assume the
bouded indebtedness of these roads, and
the roads to pay the floating indebtedness.

The organization of the company is as fol-
lows: A president and six commissioners,
to bo appointed by the President of the
TTtaiAsfl Wta tarn w a m mi oal Artnf1 r I A

AMinn nirniixt ihA iim nf tin in c&nnmir r.
tain vegetables.

A mkw terror is added to agricultural
fairs in Massachusetts by the holding of
tariff discussions by more or less able
statesmen during their progress. Tariff
discussions are necessary things, no doubt,
but why not givo the farmers a rest onco a
year and a chance to enjoy their big pump-
kins and horse-races- ?

Bklford's Magazine has died a natural
death. No magazine can live by free trade
alone.

JAMES nlUTCOUB RILET.

The return of . James Whitcomb Riley
from his first trip abroad may well justify
a few words respecting him and his works
in that journal through the columns of
which he gained his first public recognition
as a poet. It goes for the saying that Mr.
Riley is always welcome at the capital and
in all the borders of his native State, It is
here that he has won his literary laurels.
From this scene he has thrust out and out
like a growing vine, nctil he has fastened
the tendrils of his sympathy and song to
the hearts of the whole American people.
Within the last five years, more properly
within. the last three years, Riley has
gained what may properly be called a na-
tional reputation; aud at his present rate
of progress his fame approaches interna-tionalit- y.

This is saying much. Such lan-
guage is frequently employed untruly by
the partial critie of the favorite bard or
story-writ- er whose work, as yet, has no
more than . a local significance and popu-
larity.

"

,

Ri ley's poetry is no longer if, indeed, it
ever was --of this kind. -- If human nature
is universal, then his songs belong cot only
to the people of Indiana, or even the people
of the United States, but to the English-speakin- g

race, and doubtless to the whole
( world. Of a certainty not all his work has
been of equal value and permanence, but
the quality of immortality is in it, and it is
well for those who stood near to the hour
and circumstance of his first ventures for
fame to express not only their gratification
at the outcome, cot only their applause,
but also their jubilation over, the success
and renown of the lioosier poet.

This is a kind of enlogium which cannot
b bought. There aremany things which are
purchasable even perfunctory and form-
al praise, but the tribute of tho heart and'
mind cannot be had for money or on condi-
tions, ne who wine it shall have .the
guerdon. He who wins it not shall havo it
not, thongh he own the earth. Riley has
won his place by his genius and humanity,
by his tenderness and parity of sentiment,
by his truth and fidelity to human nature
as it is, by his skill in song, and by that
unique and lovable personality which has
so strongly impressed itself upon the peo-
ple, and in particular upon those who know
him best

Critics are fond of classifying the rising
poet with some otherand, as it were, greater
bard ,who has preceded Llm. Riley has
been designated by many as the American
Burns.- - This is well enough,, but. it is
hardly just, for the sake of the compli-
ment, to dotract even to this extent from .

the absolute originality of our poet. It is
a strango paradox in his career that he is
at once the 'most-imitativ- e and tho most
original of mortals. The true secret of his
fame '.will be found to. consist in this:
that his poetio vision has fortunately not
been obscured with any fog and cloud-for- m

of scholastic attainment. Perhaps it
would have ruined Riley to be or become a
great scholar. To him many kinds of in-

formation, especially that which relates to
tho past, must needs be trash. His mind
is one of the most highly sensitive organs
of tho century, and its utility and beauty
of action have depended upon ita freedom
from restraint and theunobscurednso of its
native faculties. Among these the senses
aremost acute. In whatever Riley produces
there is the evideoce of some living sense.
It may be of sight, of hearing, of touch or
taste for all. theso are marvelously acute.
Through these channels the poet has gained
his knowledge of nature and of man. ne
follows the evidence of his senses, and is
victorious against the whole world of learn-
ing. By this his art is all the more skill-
ful and his music the sweeter.

We might hero digress to say that all the
great achievement of the nineteenth cent-
ury has been gained by what may be
called the direction of the faculties, as
against the indirection of books. The bar-
renness of the past has been largely at-

tributable to the fact that' therein men re-

fused to apply their minds to the problem
itself, choosing rather to go thereto by the
way of some stupid book. If Thomas A.
Edison had followed the good old rule and
become a scientist, wo should not cow walk
out by night in the glow of the electrio
light. If Rile', aB a poet, had undertaken
to form his style and to gather bis visions
out of the accumulated poetic lore heaped
up aronnd us, we should cot cow arise
with laughter and tears from the perusal ot
his verse.

Riley has been cordially, even enthusi-
astically, received in London. With his
usual modesty, he has cot come borne blow-
ing a bassoon about the honor which he
has had at the hands of the literary folk of
the British metropolis. There he was re-

ceived and toasted by the Savago Club,
most exclusive and severe of the literary
societies of the great city. There, as every-
where wher3 ho has recited his poems for
others, his auditors, sober and saturnine as
British writers and critics usually are, were
convulsed with' emotion and uproarious
in applause, it is a long way from the ball
ground out at Greenfield to the Savage
Clnbof London; but thus far hast thou
traveled and risen, O poet of our own kind
and kinship! Tho way, too, has been devi-
ous and hard. In some places it has seemed
like a desert, in others like a sea, and in
some like a grave. But thou hast traveled
it; and the gaze of men now follows theo to
a possibly higher excursion. - Nobody be-

grudges thee. James Whitcomb Riley, the
green wreath of laurel which you have won
in the Olympic contest of eong. All that
we wish to . say is that you are welcome
home to your old-tim- e haunts and associa-
tions, and may take to yourself as comfort
and joy. at the end of your journey, the
love aud admiration of all your friends and
fellows. . John Clakk Ridpatii.

BREAKFAST-TABL- E CHAT.

Donna Amelia Cahdia Portugal's first
woman doctor, dedicated her graduating
thesis to tho (jueen, who accepted it.

Halliday, the inventor of the cable
street-ca- r system, states that the eight of
six horses vainly endeavoring to draw a
car up a steep bill at San Francisco first
suggested to him the foundation of his in-
vention.

John Fitzoekald. the president of the
Irish National League in America, is the
richest man in Lincoln, Xeb.. having a
fortune of $1,.100. 000.- - lie began his career
as a laborer with pick and jhovelon a
Western railroad.

Gi:.rK tSREENWoon writes to the Home
Journal from Washington to say that she
is not blind, as has been reported in the
newspaper press. She says she can see to
thread up her sewing-machin- e, and even

warn tee millionaires are out'in xorce.
bhe adds: "1 am not blind, neither to my
neighbor's sins nor to ray own little human
frailties. I can still 'read my title clear to
more good fortune than has ever come my
way."

George F. Root, who wrote 'The Battle
Cry of Freedom." "Tramp, Tram p. Tram pP
and "The Vacant Chair," is living at an ad-
vanced age in Chicago, Whatever other re-
ward life may have brought him, he has
the pleasant consciousness that his melodies
have taken deep root in the peoplo's aflco-tion- s.

The Unitarian National Conference will
be held at the old Town nail in Saratoga
Sept, 21 to 2--L Their conferences wero
held for several years in the Methodist
Church at Saratoga, but this year boto,
the Methodists and Preebytenans decline
to have their church edifices used for inchheretical purposes.

The late Empress Augusta, of Germany,
was very rigid in her opposition to being
photographed. There is, however, a pict
ere to be seen in the shops of Berlin repre-
senting a group of the royal family, with
the Empress Augusta seated on the left
holding a book np so as to hide from view
her imperial features. . . .

The Rev. Howard MacQac&ry, whose sir
months suspension from his pastoral func-
tions expires on Sept. 1 has began an
argument with Bif hop Leonard, of Ohio,
locking to the elimination of the other por-
tion of the sentence, which provides that
he shall be deposed at 'the end of the six
months unless he recants. The decision is
expected on next Tuesday.

Jay Cooke, the famous Philadelphia
banker, left that city a few days ago for
his first trip over the Northern Pacifio rail-
road. Although the organizer and cne of
the earliest projectors of this ereat enter-
prise, he has never been much further west
than St. Paul. He ia uccompanied by Jay
Cooke, jr.. and wife, and Mr. and Mrs. Jay
Cooke, third, his grandson and grand-
daughter.

If you slant your letters in writing you
must quit doing it, for the doctors say so;
it is unhygienic In Austria it has been
found that the slanting of letters in writ-ing causes curvature of the spine, due to
tho position maintained at the table or
desk. A committee appointed to consider
the matter has presented a report, recom-
mending that the school-childre- n be taught
to make upright letters only.

Among the enrrent stories about .Mr.
Spurgeon, this is one of the latest: He was
traveling in Scotland at one time, and try-
ing to preserve an incognito. So distinct is
tho individuality of his face, and so freely
has ho. been photographed, that one may
question whether he was entirely success-
ful in this latter endeavor. However thismay be, he heard a sermon which touched
him, and thereupon hunted up the minister
to thank him. Whereupon the young
preacher frankly confessed that most of itwas taken from Spurgeon himself.

Mrs. Augusta Evans Wilson, 1 tha
Southern novelist, lives in a pretty homo
on Spring Hill, the shady and picturesque
suburb of Mobile. It is many years since
she wrote "Beulah." the novel that made
her famons, and it is still her favorite
among the "children of her brain.w AsMrs,
Wilson grows older her remarkable erudi-
tion, which characterizes all her novels,
increases, until she has como to be regarded
by her neighbors as an unquestioned au-
thority on everything from the concoction
of a culinary dainty to the method ofbuilding an Ltrarian aqueduct.

The late ex-Senat- or Pomeroy was known
in Kansas as "General Pomeroy until he
became a Senator in 1801. He and S. W,
Eldndge were making a tour through' that
disturbed Territory in 1S54, and Pomeroy
at that time said to his companion: "If we
had a title we would get along a great deal
better amons these people. PR tell you
what we will do; you introduce me as 'Gen-
eral and I will address you and introduceyon as 'Colonel'." Eldridge assented, and
thereafter they travelled .as "General
Pomeroy and "Colonel' Eldridge Pomeroy
continued to be called "General' for the
next seven years. Eldridge is etxll ,Col.,,
Eldridge.

Walter BzsANT claims to have - seen)
"ghosts'' on several occasions in his life.
Once, when he was sleeping in a to on
which was over three hundred years old
and while the door was securely locked,
three old ladies, in Queen Acne dresses!
entered and sat down on chairs about tha
smoldering fire. Then, without waiting
for further manifestations, Mr. Besani be
came horror-stricke- n, leaped from the bed
and opened tho blinds, letting in the early
morning light. The visitors, naturally of-
fended by such unseemliness, slowly fadedaway. ,Mr. Bcsant says, however, that ho
has never received any communication froo
the other world.

A woman in tho Washington Post thej
solves tho woman question: "What man
exists who desires to claim that the sourco
from which ho sprang is inferior! " At long
as man is born of woman he is going to re-
spect and reverence her. if for nothing
else, for having given such a shining light
into the world as himself! It's a case of
Hobsun's choice! Bound to do it on his own
account, don't you know? But he does cot
wantber just like himself.' Ho is ever glad
to acknowledge her as an equal, and even
superior, but when it comes to similar ho
rebels and draws the line! And in truth
what a monotonous world it will be when
wo all dress after one style, and act tho
same at all times and places. I am glad Iwon't be alive. Are not youl Say yc5I,,

TIIE DRINKING IIABIT. . i

It Is a Coarse and Wasteful Vice, and Is D1
cllnlng In tlie United States.

New York World.
There was a timo when it was accounted

a sign of weakness or a poor spirit for a
gentleman to go to bed sober. ; The high
livers of these days would hardly regard it
as an evidence of progress that in our time
no one can reconcile the character of a gen-
tleman with tho habit of going to bed
druuk.

It is not many years sinco a publio
speaker in England declared that ' na-
tional love for strong drink is a character-
istic of the nobler and more energetic popu-
lations of the world,'' and that the appetite
for alcoholic stimulants "accompanies pub-
lic and private enterprise, constancy of
purpose, liberality of thought and aptitude
lor war." If this ebullient philosopher be
right, the American man is, according to
the testimony of recent observers, hasten-
ing to decay. For it is agreed that, whether
on his holiday or at bis business, he is be-
coming more temperate.

Self-intere- st rather more than "growing
self-respec- t, education and better breeding'
is at war with thedrinking habit in excess.
For it interferes with a man's prospects in
life to be ranked as a drunkard, or
even as a regular tippler. Convivial
drunkenness has come to be regarded as a
nuisance, and drinking at Lars in business
hours is becoming disreputable. ' In this,
as in other matters, fastidiousness, and
practical een&e go hand in hand. All the
prohibitory legislation that can be devised
will do far less for the diminution of
drunkenness than the growing sense that
it is a coarse, offensive and wastfnl vice, to
bo banished from all society calling itself
decent, rofined or sensible.'

Level-Heade- d. .

Philadelphia Korth American.
One of the most level-heade- d women in

this country is tho wifo of jailer Wads-wort- h,

the custodian of murderer Almy. or
Abbott, who sees to it that no Cowers or
dizzy females reach tho prisoner's cell in
tho Manchester jail. It is about time that
this business of gushing over villains of
the Almy stripe was stopped, and there
should be more women of Mrs. Wadaworth'a
intelligence to discourage the silly, idiotio
notion. - m

Accounted For.
Jades. .

When Mrs. Polk picked ont James K.
among the angels, and showed him the
latest map of the United States. James was
umazed. "It is too much I cannot com- -

it," be said. "But, my dear," saidSrehend sweetly, 'you must remember
that the Democratic party haa bad only
one President in thirty years."

Can't Help Themselves.
Pitiftburc Dispatch ( Ind.)

One blessing is that whether they be-
lieve in it or not all Americans, Democrats
as well as Republicans, are reaping the
benefits of protection.

The removal of tho Gernuu restric-
tions on American pork has been claimed
as a triumph for reciprocity. This is a
mistake. It is the result of the action
of our government in causing the inspec-
tion of meats for export.

BUBBLES IN THE AIR. .-

, A Little Too Steady.
"I cannot imagine trny yon should discourage

him. He seems to be a young man of steady
habit-,-"

"Yes, that is so, mamma, dear. And bachelor- -

hood is one of them, I thlnx

What Puzzled Mr. Uiggina.
Hungry IUggins Of course there ain't nobili

for our travelin over this here railroad, ch!
Weary Watkins-W- hat if there ain't! --

Ilungry Higgins Oh, hothln. Only I notice
we seem to be footing it. Just, the same. '

He Did Not Mlaa Much.
"What did you do with that novel I brought

home last week!' asked young Mr. Iltts.
"I sent it to the hospital, along with a lot of

old magazines, replied his wife. "I did cot
suppose you would care to read it. "
: "No; I d not suppose T would, if it was weak
enough to send to the hospital."

Enterprise.
Editor ot the Flunkviile Bugle That slug of

boiler-plat-e with reffer's picture is here yot,
ain't It!

Foreman Yes.
EditorJust cut the whiskers do-- n to a rea-

sonable length, and run it in as the Kaiser since
he grew a beard. It'll be the scoop ot the sea-

son.
Unconsidered Trlflea.

The Dallas News avers that "the trouble, with
Ihe crank is that he always turns one way.' But
the real trouble is that he always turns the other
way. .

!

Should a disappearing fortune bo expressed in
tapering digits!

The prohibitionist orator wno converted the
Scriptural sentence, "And tho ark of the Lord
continued in the house of Obed-Edo- the Git-tlt- e,

three months," into a text by emitting all
before "Obed-Edom.- " - was thereby enabled to
show strong Biblical authority for the heavy
punishment of imbibers.

Several months ago the War Depart-
ment sect a special agent abrcad to get
samples of the different smokeless powders
used by the European powers. He was not
very successful. The war departments of
France, England and Germany make their
smokeless powder in government factories
and the process is carefully guarded. Such
secrets are not given away. The' agent
could only purchase samples of the powder
from private powder-mill- s. These private
manufacturers assured the agent that their
powder was equal to tho government pow-
der, but that is doubtful. Tho samples,
however, will bo analyzed and tested.: The
force of smokeless powder is much greater
than that of ordinary gunpowder because
of tho high explosive character of the sab-stanc- es

used. It docs not look .at all like
ordinary powder. - The French t smokeless
powder has the appearance of thin sheets
of glue, which aro cut in strips twp inches
long and half an inch wide. The charge is
bound together with a string and thus put
into the gun. The German is cut in cubes
one-thir- d of an inch square. It is dark
black and under the knife acts like soap.
A thin piece cut from it ia almost transpar-
ent. The value of both of these powders in
warfare is beyond dispute.

A St. Louis paper publishes a communi-
cation in which tho writer complains of the
local street-ca- r service as follows:

This growing practice ot simply slowing up a
little for a passenger to get oft' or on because he
is a man. unless pretty well along in years or a
cripple, should be done away. Look at me! Not
in the aged class exactly and apparently lu good
form. Does the nrotorman pull up for met lie
Just oases her a trifle' Does the conductor come
to a stop for. met Seldom. Just before I reach
the crossing he gives her two bells; snd with a
Jerk "they are oft 'Yot there Is many a day I
don't feel like making the jump and scramble to
keep my feet. Especially is it a trial when the
streets are wet. Home day I shall go down, and
when I bring a suit for damages I suppose I shall
have the printed card found in most cases shoved
at me. It read tnar "Passengers stall not get
on or off tho cars while they are in motion.'1

This fits the electric car service in this
city "to a dot.'.', These cars never come to
a full stop for a man to get on or off unless
they are absolutely compelled to. They
will stop for a woman, but not for a man.
Some day they will havo an accident that
will cost tho company more than a great
many full stops.

The contestants in the celebrated Davis
will caso in Montana undertook to set aside
the will on the grounds that it is a
forgery, and made several years after it
purports to have been. To establish this
claim, four microacopista were summoned
as witnesses, who swore positively that tho
signature to the will was written with
"nlgresent ink." which was unknown for
several years after tho date of the will.
This would have decided the case had not
the defendants demanded that the ink be
submitted to a chemical test. When this
was done it was infallibly proved that the
ink was of the old logwood variety which
has been most generally used for forty
years. This would go to show that the
microscope cannot be relied upon to reveal
the facts in every case.

The Medical Record says tho habit of in-

haling tobacco smoke is frightfully on the
increase, caused principally by cigarette
smoking. It regards the habit as incur-
able. "One may stop the use of the pipe
or cigar," says the Record, "or the use of
tea. or beer, or whisky, but tho morphine
and tobacco inhalation habit, if wall estab-
lished, are practically incurable. The pa-

tient may stop for months, or even years,
but he invariably returns to his old love.

In Brooklyn, N. Y Mary Jenkins sued
Joseph Adler for her wages as house-gir- l,

which he refused to pay, on the ground
that the plaintiff seemed to be in league
with the crockery trade, so many dishes
did sho break, and, therefore, that when he
had replaced tho stock which she had
broken ho would not be even. But the
justice decreed that as it was the general
custom for servants' to smash things, he
must nay her the wages due her.

And now it is announced that water ap-
plied through a hypodermic 6yringe has
been found to be a powerful amesthetic.
having been used in Europe with success
to prevent pain during surgical operations.
Those persons who i are said to have a con-

stitutional horror for any internal use of
water need not be disturbed by this alleged
discovery, as less than a drop can be used
at each application.

.
.

The Chicago dealers in "green goods7 or
those who promise to deliver thousands of
counterfeit bank cotes for hundreds of
dollars, are now sending their dupes, small
bags of salt instead of 6aw-dus- t. Salt is a
suggestive article to send these very fresh
dupes of the ancient "green goods' fraud.
Such victims are only prevented from being
knaves because they are fools.

Tin: investigation of Professor H. A.
Weber, regarding the use of tin for preserved
fruits and vegetables, discloses ' that in
tomatoes, pears and pumpkin a dangerous
prominence of salts of tin was found, due
to the action of vegetable acids upon the
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Sixteen pages
Thn Sunday Journal has double the circu-

lation of any Snndaj paper In Indiana.
I'rlee At rental f

Like Othello's, the chronic growler's
occupation is gone in this country this
Jcar J

t

The United States has practically'
borrowed about 23,000,000 at 2 per cent,
interest. Late in 1SC0 the agents of the
United States found it difficult to hiro
tho ame amount at less than 12 per
cent.

When the American people como to
consider it, they will never consent, to
bo put on a level with China and India
by becoming a silver-mone- y country.
They believo that the best i not too
good for them:

Ax Ohio xaper speaks of a ''ringing
silver speech'' by McKinley. As n mat-

ter of course the silver that McKinley
talks about tv ill ring. It is that kind.
It might as well bo described as a
"sterling silver speech."

It is impossible not to feel a degree of
sympathy for Governor Campbell, who
is prevented by sickness from taking
part in tho Ohio campaign.. In such a
contest as that now going on in Ohio one
likes to see tho leaders on both sides at
their best. I

Tnn Democratic convention oL Penn-
sylvania devoted itself to "arraigning
and condemning77 the Republicans. He-arraign- s

and condemns best who does it
last, and tho Pennsylvania Republicans
will perform the operation most effectu-
ally with their, votca r. few weeks from
date.

Canada has expended 82,300,000 dor-iu- g

the past ten years to secure immi-
grants, and from l&Si to 1601 850.000
European immigrants have entered that
country; and yet, with the native in-

crease and tho army of immigrants, the
population of the Dominion is only 500,-00- O

more now than it was in 1881. T

& 1 1 1 V- - iMi li eu Cn am r comes home from
Europe with the declaration that his
firm is prepared to duplicate the finest
ships built in Europe at tho European
price. Thus Mr. Cramp makes it evi-

dent that tho repeal of the navigation
laws forbidding the importation , of
ships which has so longbecn demanded,
is unnecessary. ...

Tm: people oT tho United States will
rejoice to learn that tho rumors of an
incipient revolution in Mexico are false.
Under President Diaz Mexico Is making
rapid progress in all the elements which
make a prosperous country. All travel-
ers in Mexico agree that the country
never was so orderly and prosperous as
now, whilo tho uneasy local leaders who
have been accustomed to "pronounce77!
in tho past havo generally disappeared.

'Hueat Ukitaix would be pleased to
havo tho United States protest against
the seizuro if an American sealer In
craters um! .r.the sole jurisdiction of
Russia, but the administration will prob-
ably do no more than ascertain whether
or not the seizure was madV in Russian
waters. If it was, the administration
will not givo away its case with Great
Rritain by practically assuming that no
ration has special rights in 'tho seal
lisherics.

The Rochester, X. Y., Democrat and
Chronicle, in noting the seizure of Amer-
ican sealers in waters over which Russia
claims and is accorded jurisdiction, says
that "American subjects can avoid
trouble with foreign powers by keeping
on their own ido of the Iine.n The the-
ory is all right, but there is no such
thing as ah American subject, meaning
a citizen of tho United States. II is
rather of tho sovereign order, if he
knows himself.

The account of the horrible banging
at Kansas City, published in tho Jour-
nal yesterday, showed that the murder
which led to the execution was. com-

mitted nearly four years ago. It was a
wife murder, and the murderer was
found with the pistol smoking in his
hand. His lawyers made tho usual de-

fense of insanity. lie had three trials,
two hearings before tho Supreme Court,
and was three times sentenced to be
hanged. All this baffling of justice was
due to the action of lawyers working in
the interests of crime. It is this' kind
of business that breeds lynchings.

At tho dato tho inquiry was made, last
year, 45,233 prisoners were in the peni-
tentiaries in tho United States. Of these
2,288 were under life sentence and sixty-ty-tw- o

were awaiting execution under
sentence of death. It is a curious fact
that, next to tho number who aro sen-

tenced to two years (7,684), tho number
sentenced to Uto years js the largest

A SOCIETY DOOMED TO FAILURE.

A society is reported to have been re-

cently organized in Philadelphia in
which both men and women are eligible
for membership, and whoso rules re-

quire every member to tell frankly,
kindly and truly just what he sees in
every other member that, in his or her
estimation, deserves praise or censure.
It needs neither prophet nor the son of
a prophet to predict that this society
will end its organized life on that day
when its members begin to tell frankly
and truthfully what they think of each
other. In tho social intercourse of
cvery-da- y life friction is avoided and
peace preserved only by the ex-

ercise of a' restraint that pre-
vents the frank expression of opin-
ion which the Philadelphia organ-
ization seeks to encourage. One
of the most effective lubricators of the
wheels of social life are the words of
praise, commendation, and even flattery
liberally applied. The application can
hardly bo too liberal, provided it is
deftly done. The individual for whose
qualities wo profess our admiration can-
not bo otherwise than pleased; he is se-

cretly conscious that ho possesses traits
worthy of admiration, and recognition
of them not only strengthens that con-
viction, but gives him respect for dis-

cernment and discrimination that welds
the bonds of friendship. Such expres-
sions of praise by no me&ns imply de-

ceit; the utterances may be those of
honest belief. The point of safety lies
in omitting mention' of the less praise-
worthy qualities, aud, of course, each
of us is aware that even his best friends,
his nearest and dearest, are possessed
of some faults and failings. Thero may
be persons so constituted in Philadel-
phia it seems that there are who fancy
they would enjoy, or, at least, experience
some gain from having their objection-
able characteristics, set beforo them in
order. That they aro mistaken it will
take but brief experience to prove. Let
any one, beforo hastening to emulate tho
Philadelphia example by organizing a
club of truth-feller- s, test the system by
trying it on thoso of his friends for
whose continued affection ho has the
least regard. Let him tell his next
neighbor, for instance, that, although ho
is intelligent and a good, worthy man,
yet his conceit is really insufferable.
Then let him noto the results. Thero is
a reasonable probability that they will
not be such as to encourage, the forma-
tion of a society with the neighbor as a
member. Or let him try tho experi-
ment of frank criticism, expressed
in the most considerate manner
possible, upon ' any , youug woman
of his acquaintance, or upon childron
not' his own. " The. woman who re-

tains her equanimity after being charged
with vanity, idleness, frivolity or ex-travaga- nco

iuay.1 UyjeJn Jhitadelphia,
but not . out of it; while the neighbor's
boy who, without rude- - and violent re-

taliation, will bear telling, even in the
gentlest way, that he bids fair to reach
the gallows, lives only in tho tamest of
Sunday-scho- ol literature. Only in tho
bosom of one's own '.family is en-

tire frankuess ofsuch character
possible, and even ' there it can-

not be called popular. Tho truth is,
people do not want to know exactly what
other people think of them unless such
thoughts are favorable. They may bo
privately conscious of having faults, but
havo no desiro to bo told of them. What
they prefer is tho praise that agrees
with their own estimate of themselves.
Human beings huuger for commenda-
tion, but the man is yet to be born who
yearns for adverse criticism or who does
not resent it when given. Men and
women living outsido of Philadelphia
will do well to beware of tho "frankn-

ess77 proposed by the. now society if
they wish to retain their friends.

At tho recent session of tho American
Bar Association an address was deliv-
ered by Mr. Alfred Russell, of Michigan,
on "Avoidable Causes of Delay and Un-

certainty in our Courts.77 Though a law-
yer, he admitted that the feeling which
prevails, to a considerable extent, that
the bar and bench aro largely responsi-
ble for existing defects in the adminis-
tration of justice is just and well
founded. Ho attributed the delay of
ju6tice partly to tho choking up of court
calendars with causes .which never
should havo been brought, and which
never would have been brought if, in
strict fidelity to duty, counsel had ex-

hausted all means of reconciliation be-

tween the parties. Tho speaker also
hold that tho jury system in civil cases
was another cause of delay, and the in-

efficiency of judges was another. Sum-
ming up, he sr.id:

Let the lawyer bring no case not justified
by the dictates of an enlightened con-
science nnd by professional rules sanc-
tioned by the wisdom of centaries; let the
unphilosophical. antiquated, cumbrous and
costly jury be abolished in civil cases; let
higbiy-eudowe- d, well-traine- d and well-pai-d

judges constitute the courts, and we will
thou have few just complaints of delay and
uncertainty in our courts.

The ideal Sunday, according to Rov,
Charles II. Eaton, who tells about it in
the North American Review, Is ono
when the picture galleries, concert halls,
libraries and other places of rational
and intellectual recreation will bo open
to tho public. Ho holds that 6uch
changes would place Sunday upon a
surer and more permanent basis, and, at
the same time, promote the moral well-bein- g

of the people, since, to use his
own words, "thero aro no better preach-
ers than whole-soule- d artists, inspired
singers, musiciaus.and reverent lovers
of science."

The superintendent of police in New-
ark, N. J., recently issued an order di-

recting the police to keep from the
streets nnd other public places after
nightfall all girls tinder tho ago of six-

teen years, not accompanied by a suit-
able guardian. He says he was . induced
to isbtie the order by the complaints of
parents who could not keep their chil-

dren at home nt night, nnd that its en-

forcement has had a good effect. There

. 8UNDAY AND THE WORLD'S FAIR,

It is right that the views of that ele-

ment of society in favor of closing the
world's fair on Sundays should havo
pr6pcr and respectful consideration from
the board of managers, and such atten-
tion will undoubtedly be given the mat-te- r.

This body has expressed no opin-
ion on the subject, and has not indicated
what its action will be, but there is rea-
son to believe that, after giving, due
weight to the arguments in favor of clos-
ing, it will be decided that it is not the
part of wisdom to comply with
tho petition, but that tho interests
and good of the greatest .number
am enhanced by tho opening of
the exhibition on everyday in tho week.
It is hardly necessary to enumerate the
reasons in favor of this course. Part of
them aro the same that have been ad-

vanced timo and again in support of the
opening of art galleries and reading-room- s

to tho public on Sundays, but
thero are others of not less importance
applicable to tho special occasion. It is
not assumed that visitors will b,e harmed
in any way by what they may see at the
fair on Sunday. Any argument of that
kind would call for the closing of the
doors on week days as well. If tha un-

numbered thousands of strangers and
foreigners who will be in - Chicago dur-
ing that period wero inclined, or could
be. induced to spend the first day of
tha week in attendance on religious
services or in strictly moral and
elorating pursuits the closing of the
doors of n confessedly harmless place of
entertainment might bo wel,? but it is
much to be feared that this pleasing
prospect is not among tho possibilities.
Chicago has many densof iniquity within
its borders, and many other places that
cannot bo classed as schools of morality.
There is great probability that strangers
shut out from the safo means of 'enjoy-me- nt

will be attracted by saloons,, the-
aters and other sinful places that are in
full blast in Chicago on Sunday. Should
they come to harm, would not the good
people who closed the exhibition doors
be responsible? It must also be consid-
ered by the board that unless the fair" is
open on Sunday thousands of people in
Chicago and vicinity will be practically
prohibited from visiting it, the loss of a
day work, in addition to expense of at-

tendance, being an item of importanco
to working people. The wise course,
and tho one that will in all likelihood be
adopted, is to admit the publio to tho
fair on seven days in tho week, with
certain restrictions on Sunday, as the
closing of tho machinery department,
prohibition of traffic, etc. In this way
the "American Sunda; 7 idea will suffer
no outrage, and, as no one need attend
who holds conscientious scruples against
.doing so, tho interests of all will bo pro-
tected. . 0'

THE RAILROAD PEOBLEM.

Tho current number of the Independ-
ent contains several articles discussing
different phases of the railroad prob-
lem, written by persons who havo made
tho subject a matter of special study.
The Hon. Augustus Schoonmaker,

of Interstate- - Commerce,
discusses tho "Governmental Regula-
tion of Railways.77 Ho does not accept
the common theory that competition
alpno will furnish a solution of tho rail-
road problem. He says:

Competition is by no means the unmixed
blessing that many suppose, it often is
productive of more evils thau benefits.
The ordinary competition in trade leads to
a variety of evils with which the public is
familiar, such as short weights and adul-
terations of the commodities sold. Refer-
ence need only to be made to inch staple
articles as coffee, tea. sugar and Hour.
Four pounds short weight on a barrel of
Hour and an Admixture of corn-me- al

with wheat llonr are not uncom-
mon ' in competition; and whila the
difference upon a single barrel of
Hour may be small, upon a large quantity
it becomes a profit in business. iy such
results of competition the publio alone is
defrauded and injured; but by excessive
competition between railways both the
roads and tbo public are injured, and tho
properties often become nseless invest-
ments. Tho publio is injured by the insta-
bility or fluctuation of rates, and by tbo
inferior servico rendered by the carriers.
The carriers are iujured by the direct losj
of revenuo that results, and their conse-
quent inability to maintain their proper-
ties in proper condition and to meet their
necessary obligations.

Mr. Schoonmaker holds, therefore,
that competition in transportation is a
matter to bo regulated and restrained,
both in the interest of the public and of
tho railroads, and that this must be
done by tho government. Just how,
and to what extent this should go, is
still a matter of experiment. Judgo
Cooley is quoted as saying in a recent
and very deliberate utterance:

The railroed problem will be dealt with
effectually when the power to fix the rates
for railroad transportation is placed upon
such a basis that the evils now so promi-
nent, and troublesome, and persistent,
which spring from its exercise, shall be
cured and the power itself brought under
effectual regulation.

This is true, but it throws no light on
the question of methods. It only gays,
in effect, that tho railroad problem will
bo dealt with effectually when it is
effectually solved.

Professor Clark, of Ann Arbor, dis-

cusses the question of State interference
in the financial xnanagemta rail
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elected by the people from each State in the j
Union, the stockholders of the company to
elect as many commissioners as the several
States of the Union this board electing an
executive committee, of which tho presi-
dent of the road shall be chairman and
which committee shall have the executive
management of tho road; all officers and em-
ployes shall be appointed for fixed periods
of time and appointmentsdivided as nearly
as possible between the two leading polit-
ical parties, no officer of the company to
be uligiblo to any political appointment
while an ollicer. or for two years thereafter;
the president of the company to hold office
for nine years, and to bo absolutely in-
eligible to reappointment.

Mr. Lewis thinks this plan would con-ser- vo

the interests of private capital
now invested in railroads, protect those
of tho people and do away entirely with
rate wars.

These suggestions from able men and
students of the railroad problem 6eein
to show that tho drift of public senti-
ment is toward governmental supervis-
ion and regulation of the railroads, but
not government ownership. , The prob-
lem is one of increasing importance, and
more and more presses for solution. The
interstate-commerc- e law has accom-
plished some good, but it does not go to
the root of . the matter and fails to ac-

complish tho results aimed at.

THE 0ITESSE OF ALL LOAFERS.

Tho professional loafer, the slouching,
slovenly and unkempt person who
loiters about street-corner- s, the country
grocery and tho saloon, trusting to the
devotion of kindred and to luck' for a
precarious existence, and tho profes-
sional trump nre held in contempt by all
people. Yet the desire expressed by a
largo part of mankind, nnd particularly
xthoso who are young and to whom recre-
ation has. many attractions, is that they'
might have tho means to enablo them to
live without manual or mental labor.
They seem to regard all effort to earn a
living as an unjust infliction, for which
existing conditions in human society
aro responsible. They seem to think
that the diviuo decree, "in tho sweat of
thy face thou shalt eat bread,77 is a cruel
sentence. They read of tho ceaseless
round of pleasures to which a few "four
hundreds'7 devote their lives, and they
are dissatisfied because nono of theso
things aro within their grasp. In fact,
a greatinany people would like to avoid
labor and effort to obtain a living. They
would liko to belong to a leisure class,
without being common loafers.

If one rejects tho theory that the Bi-

ble is not the expression of divino wis-
dom, and that the decree that the eating
of bread depends upon tho sweat of tho
face, and that he who does not work
shall not eat, the history of the race and
the lessons of the ages should satisfy
him that individuals, as well as nations,
are great and powerful as they have
worked out their destiny. Idlo races
havo never achieved prominence or
reached the higher planes of civilization.
The man who gives himself up to leisure
never achieves great success. The pen-
alty of tho loafer is hi?, even if ho wears
better clothes, and eats better food and
with moro regularity than the loafer
who tramps tho country road or holds
down dry-goo- ds boxes at tho corner
store, while ho dispenses tho scienco of
finance. Tho difference between tho
man whoso inheritance enables him to
bo a person of elegant leisure and
tho loafer who can be found about rail-
road stations nnd saloons is not a matter
of consequence. Tho causes aro much
tho same, and the difference is chiefly
ono for which tho tailor, the barber and
tho valet are responsible. In tho event
he does not pa' his tailor, the difference
is in favor of tho common loafer, who
covers his person with cast-of- f raiment.
Absurd parents who have achieved
wealth may bo chiefly responsiblo for
the idleness of the son who spends his
days in a round of frivolity, but ho is as
much a loafer as the tramp and is as
much a violator of the immutable de-

cree of the economy of nature and Provi-
dence, which is that toil and endeavor
are tho duty of every human being.
This great truth is not so fully recog-
nized nnd taught as it should be. When
it is thero will bo less dissatisfaction and
discontent, and the professional idler of
high or low degree will be regarded as
one who defies the laws which sustain
human society and is a burden upon the
world's workers.

The punishment of all classes of loaf-
ers is certain and adequate to tho of-

fense. Tho man who eats tho bread of
idleness,' whether beggar or millionaire,
can never know the delights which
como to men who fight the battle of life.
The men in this world who achievo any
measure of success aro those who arc
untiring toilers. To them effort nnd
exertion become a delight and bring a
reward which no idler can over know.
In tho common loaferthe penalty of idle-

ness is the loss of manhood and self-respe- ct,

than which there can be no
greater penalty. To the man whom in-

herited competence makes an idler, the
penalty is even more huiniliatiug, or
would be if he could realize it. All his
years he is a frivolous creature, held In


